
bƻΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘŜȄǘƛƴƎΗ  This is a stage of 
writing that children go through when 
learning that letters have sounds that 
go together to make words.  Being able 
to match a letter to a sound is an im-
portant phase of literacy development 
and it is much more important that a 
child experiment then it is that they 
learn how to spell correctly initially.  
{ŎƛŜƴǘƛǎǘǎ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƘŀǎŜ άŜȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘŀƭ 
ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎέ ƻǊ άƛƴǾŜƴǘŜŘ ǎǇŜƭƭƛƴƎέΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ 
Ƨǳǎǘ Ŏŀƭƭ ƛǘ άƪƛŘ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎέΦ   

Since we want your child to write 
freely and become a creative writer, 
ǿŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ άƪƛŘ 
ǿǊƛǘŜέ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻǊπ
rect spelling. Research shows 
that children progress through 
stages on their journey to cor-
rect spelling. The first stage is 
drawing a picture to represent a 

story. If your child draws a picture, ask 
her/him to tell you about it.  Your child will 
progress through the stages and learn to 
enjoy writing and reading.  

Children learn to read and write when 
adults share these activities with them. 
Model  reading and writing for your child 
with books or magazines but also through 
daily tasks such as writing grocery lists and 
bills, and rememberς the process of in-
venting spelling is more important than 

the product of correct spelling at this 
stage! 
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Did You Know? 

Little Sprouts is the proud recipient of 
�W�Z�R���'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���R�I���(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�·�V���(�D�U�O�\��
Reading First Grants, Project Sprout 2003
-2006 and Sprout-Out, 2006-2009! 

Students in Methuen wrote about gardens and plants and n proved through kid-writing they are 

learning letters stand for sounds by using single letters to stand for letter combinations 


