
 

 

Little Sprouts and Ameri-
can Education Group 
(AEG) have come together 
to create an educational 
partnership.  One news 
source called it a merger, 
and another used the word 
acquisition, but both Pete 
Ruppert, CEO of American 
Education Group and 
Susan Leger Ferraro, 
President of Little Sprouts, 
they agree that this is a 
true partnership. 

ñSince opening its doors 
as a single child-
enrichment facility in 1982, 
Little Sprouts has estab-
lished a reputation as the leading provider 
of preschool education in the Boston area 
while experiencing steady growth,ò said 
Ruppert.  ñHaving won numerous awards 
for its preschool academic programming, 
Little Sprouts is separating itself from the 
daycare industry and introducing a leading 
edge academic development initiative for 
its students.  This partnership opens addi-
tional opportunities for our company as we 
strive to establish a network of exceptional 
private education institutions specializing in 
the Pre-K through high school space.  Little 
Sprouts is highly respected throughout 
Boston, and we plan to build on its success 
to serve more children by opening new 
centers while exploring opening a private 
elementary school to service Little Sproutsô 
young graduates.ò 

As a result of this partnership, Little 
Sprouts will open new centers and expand 
our early education model.  From the re-
sults of a previous survey, Little Sprouts is 

also interested in open-
ing a private elementary 
school that will embrace 
our unique philosophies.  

What does this mean for 
our current Little Sprouts 
families and chil-
dren?  The partnership 
with AEG will give Little 
Sprouts the resources 
and expertise to share its 
excellence with many 
more communities across 
the nation.  You will see 
the day-to-day operations 
and exceptional program-
ming continue as always 
at all of the Little Sproutsô 

centers.  Susan will continue her role as 
President of Little Sprouts and is now also a 
partner of American Education Group. 

ñWe are thrilled to create a strong alliance 
with AEG to ensure every child has a chance 
to succeed in school and as an integrated 
citizen of the world,ò commented Susan.  
ñLittle Sprouts shares American Education 
Groupôs vision and core set of values in set-
ting a new standard for student-centered 
education.  As we continue our expansion, 
Iôm confident we will reap great benefits as 
part of the AEG network of schools.ò 

Recently, both parents and staff had a 
chance to meet Pete and his team from 
American Education Group at a óMeet-and-
Greet Informational Meetingò that Susan 
hosted at Northern Essex Community Col-
lege.  This allowed everyone to hear first-
hand how momentous this new partnership is 
going to be for Little Sprouts. 

 

Meet Our New Friends!  
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On August 22nd and 23rd, Little Sprouts will sponsor 

the 13th Annual CHILD (Creating Habits In Lifelong 

Development) Conference.  Focusing on early educa-

tion, this conference is aimed at teachers, parents, and 

professionals of young children.  Workshops will teach 

participants strategies and skills to assist young chil-

dren in learning literacy essentials, developing appro-

priate social-emotional talents, and managing delays, 

attention disorders, and behavioral challenges.   

Registration for the conference which will be held at 

the Doubletree in Lowell opens on May 1st.  Come 

and discover new, research-based techniques pre-

sented by national, renowned experts that will help 

your child for years to come! 

Hope to see you there! 

For more information visit us at:  

http://www.littlesprouts.com/CHILD_Conference.html 

T H E  S P R O U T  C O N N E C T I O N  
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 I canôt cook. If it doesnôt come in a box, bag or canister with explicit directions 
for boiling, toasting or microwaving, I probably wonôt bother.  I come by my lack of cu-
linary talent honestly. Itôs a kind of genetic defect; my mother canôt cook, nor could her 
mother before her, and on down the matrilineal line of my ancestors. Let me put it this 
way: whenever my mother suggested she might cook something for dinner, my father 
and I would come up with a rather sudden craving for fast food that would stymie her 
plans. Another rock disguised as a roast averted. 
 We were lucky that my father cooks. Heôs Cajun and learned from his grandmother, who raised him. Un-
fortunately, all of her cookingðand therefore, all of his cookingðis done from memory. No recipes, nothing writ-
ten downé itôs all some kind of instinctï one which I didnôt inherit.  Cooking was Dadôs job; mine was the dishes 
that came afterwards. 
 Now that I have a little boy of my own, and another baby on the way, I canôt help but feel a little sorry 
that I donôt have this part of my heritage to pass on to them. My Dad might teach them when he visits, but he 
lives in Texas, so the grandkids wonôt see him so very often.  Maybe theyôll get that gene that skipped my gen-
eration. But children learn by example and take their cues from the world and people around them. My mother 
didnôt cook, it wasnôt expected that I would cook. . . So I didnôt, and I donôt. 
 I want to be conscious of is the signals my husband and I are giving our children. At this stage itôs al-
ready clear to our two-year-old that Daddy cooks in our house. (But Mom is fine for mac ónô cheese).  He knows 
that Momma does the laundry, and that we all read. A lot. The newspaper, magazines, books. 
 And hereôs something important: cooking is one thing; my son will survive in this world whether he learns 
to be a great cook or not, but reading and a love of learning are essential to model for children.  I grew up in a 
house full of books, and my parents were always reading. On Saturday nights, I would sit out on the deck with 
my dad and the telescope, and in-between stargazing, he would tell me the stories in the books he was reading. 
I first heard The Lord of the Rings from my father while sitting under a full moon. 
 Not everyone loves to read. Some parents find it a struggle to find the time and energy to sit down with a 
book, for themselves or with their kids. And books can be expensive to own, especially when one thinks of a tod-
dler that might just as easily tear the pages as turn them. But in an attempt to make a case in favor, let me just 
say that the library is a fantastic resource. Itôs a great place to take the kids in winter, when you absolutely can-
not stand to be in the house a minute longer but itôs too cold to be outside. And even if your own house isnôt filled 
to bursting with books, the childrenôs room at the library is. Let the kids browse. Maybe something will inspire 
them. Or not, but thereôs nothing lost in trying. Even if itôs just to go by and find a copy of that book that they love 
from preschool, itôs worth the trip.  
 Books are also a great thing to have handy in a diaper bag, for those moments when youôre stuck wait-
ing somewhere (a restaurant, the doctorôs office), or to hand the kids and keep them occupied while youôre in the 
car. Worried about torn pages, or them being stained with spaghetti sauce? Go for board books, which are even 
more portable and durable and can usually be wiped clean with a damp cloth. 
 At the end of the day, books make a great topic of conversation for you and your kids. Ask them about 
the stories they read. And if youôre just not into books, tell your kids some stories you know, or make some up. It 
may sound scary at firstðmake up a story? But thereôs no wrong way! And it could turn out that your story be-
comes a family classic; thatôs how the Thomas the Tank Engine books started, after all. 
 Books and stories engage your child in imaginative thinking, which will some day lead them to better 
problem-solving skills. That can translate into better grades in school, but it will certainly translate into good 
memories. 
 But it starts with the parents. Your children are watching you, and they learn by example. Even if you 
donôt tote a book everywhere you go, thereôs no reason why you canôt read a few books with your child. At the 
very least, put them in situations and environments that promote books, reading and learning. (Well, if your kids 
are at Little Sprouts, youôve made a good start!) Donôt let a potential quality moment slip by, like my parents did 
when I hung around the kitchen. After all, itôs one thing to say, ñI canôt cook.ò Itôs something else entirely to say, ñI 
canôt read.ò 
Ms. Pepper is  the proud parent of a Haverhill Little Sprout  

Learning by Example 

M. Langlinais Pepper 



Let us pay for a week 

of your Tuition! 

V O L U M E  1 ,  I S S U E  1 1  

Our Shout About Sprouts Program invited you to refer a friend 

to our program. If they enroll for a month, youõll receive a free 

weekõs tuition! 

Also, our new Corporate Referral Program allows you to take 

advantage of a $75 credit! Simply refer our Community Special-

ist, Jessica to a marketing event, meeting with your companyõs 

Human Resources Department, or other qualifying event and 

you will receive a $75 credit towards your tuition Contact Jes-

sica at jtodisco@littlesprouts.com to see if your referral and/or 

event qualifies for the $75 credit. 

Offer good at any of our 7 Little Sprouts locations. Free tuition 

offer redeemable after the referral family completes 30 days of 

enrollment. See your director for details. 

Thereõs no limit to the amount of  

referrals you can take advantage of!  

 

Never been to Little Sprouts? Visit us today!  
To schedule a visit call us at 1-877-YSPROUT (1-877-977-7688) or  

email us at inquiries@littlesprouts.com  

A new place to play! 

IMAJINE THAT is a unique 12,000 square foot 

facility that is designed to appeal to both children 

and parents. Children are provided a variety of 

play options that allow them to dictate their ex-

perience. With daily activities and scheduled per-

formances, IMAJINE THAT is perfect for parties, 

group adventures, or just having fun! 

 

Riverwalk Building One * 354 Merrimack Street, 

2nd Floor * Lawrence, MA 01843 

(978)682-5338 * www.Imajinethat.com 

T H E  S P R O U T  C O N N E C T I O N  

 

For a location near you 

Visit www.sals-pizza.com  

http://www.sals-pizza.com/

